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Flcodpiain Involvement Notification 
for lnsWatfon of Water Monltorlng 
Devices at the Rocky Flats Plant (RFP) 
Near Golden, CO 

AGENCY Department of Energy (DOE) 
ACTION Notice of floodp!ain 
involvement 

SUMMARY Regulations at 10 CFR part 
1022 require the Department of Energy 
(DOE) to evaluate actions it may take in 
a floodplain, in order to emure 
consideration of protection of the 
floodplain in decision making As soon 
as practicable. after a determination 
that a floodplain may be involved. 10 
CFR 1022 14 requires that a public notice 
be published in the Federal Repter  
including a descnption of the proposed 
action and its location The proposed 
action does not ~ o l v e  wetlands 

The DOE proposes to upgrade existing 
surface * ater monitoring equipment and 
to install and operate new water 

rnonitonng stahons Both acbons are in 
the vrcmity of the three creeks that drain 
the RFP (1 e ,  Woman, Walnut, and Rock 
Creeks) at sites that may involve 
floodplains The upgrading acbon to six 
water momtonng stahons consists of 
pounng a concrete foundation near each 
of the existing stations, and then plaung 
a small (80 square feet) prefabncated 
fiberglass shed on the foundahon to 
house monitonng equipment Buried 
cables would connect the momtonng 
equipment with collection devices and 
sensors m the nearby sheds 

placed at seven site at the RFP A 
foundahon and shed similar to those 
descnbed for the upgrade action would 
be built Either one or two flumes 
(narrow arbficial channels) would be 
constructed in the creek near each 
station and sensors would be installed 

The action would mvolve some 
alignment of the stream channels, 
mstallatlon of concrete foundahons for 
the flumes, and placement of nprap to 
control flow and reduce po'mal for 
erosion The installabon of the flumes 
could cause a surface &sturbance as 
large as 40 feet long and 40 feet wde 
Buned cables would connect the flume 
and the sensors to the rnonitonng shed 

Both of these achons would requve 
short-term access to the site by a limted 
amount of vehicular traffic, indudmg 
trucks for mixing concrete and for 
transpofing the sheds 
DATES Comments on the proposed 
actlon must be postmarked by May 26, 
1992 to assure considerabon 
ADDRESSES Comments should be sent 
to Beth Bramard, Public Affavs Office, 
Rocky Flats Office, U S Department of 
Energy, P 0 Box 928, Golden, CO 80402- 
0928, Telephone (303) 9865993 FAX 
comments to (303) 9604633 

For informahon on general DOC 
floodplain environmental review 
requirements. contact Carol M 
Borgstrom, Director. Office of NEPA 
Oversight, U S Department of Energy, 
lo00 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, DC 20585, Telephone (202) 
586-4800 or (800) 472-2856 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION A map 
showing the locations of the existing 
and prcposed locations of the 
monitonng stations is available upon 
request 

Apnll992 
hchard * Claytor. 
Assiston. Secretory for Defense Pmgmms 
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The new monitonng stabons would be 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION COhTAcIs 

Issued in M'aehmngton. DC this 20th day of 

F l o o d p k i n l n d m m m t N d  
tor slte char8ctertzrtlon meld work in 
Operable Unlt. S, 4,7, and 9 at the 
Rocky Flat. Plant near Golden, CO 

AQENm Department of Energy (DOE) 
ACTION. Notice of floodplain 
involvement 

SUMMARY Regulabons at 10 CFR part 
1022 require DOE to evaluate actions it 
may take in a floodplam in order to 
ensure proper considerahon uf 
protection of the floodplam m decision 
making As soon as practicable after a 
determination that a floodplain may be 
mvolved. 10 CFR 1022.14 requires that a 
public nobce be published m the Federal 
Repster, inch- a descriphon of the 
proposed achon and its location The 
proposed achon does not mclude 
wetlands 

DOE proposes to carry out site 
charactenzabon acbwhes. some of 
wh~ch would be wthm designated 
floodplams, at its Rocky Flats Plant 
(RFP) north of Golden, Colorado These 
acbvihes would be a part of DOES 
effort to determme the existence. nature, 
and extent of any enwonmental 
contamination resulting from RFP 
operahons, as required by the Rocky 
Flats Interagency Agreement entered 
into by DOE the U S Enwonmental 
Protechon Agency, and the State of 
Colorado 
DATES Comments on the proposed 
action must be postmarked by Map 26, 
1992 to ensure considerahon 
ADDRESSES. All comments concerning 
this nohce should be addressed to 
Floodplain Comments. c/o Beth 
Bramard. Public Affairs Office, Rocky 
Flats Office, U S Deph Went of Energy, 
Post Office Box 928, Golden, Colorado 
804C2-0928 Telephone (303) 966-5993 
Fax comments to (303) 966-6833 

Information on general DOE floodplam 
environmental review requirements 1s 
available from Carol M Borgstrom. 
Director, Office of NEPA Oversight U S 
Department of Energy. lo00 
Independence Avenue, SW. 
Washington, DC 20585 Telephone (202) 
5864600 or (80) 472-2756 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: DOE 
proposes to cany out site 
charactenzation actwties. some of 
which would be wthin ftoodplains. at 
its RFP north of Golden, Colorado, to 
deternine the nature and extent of any 
contamination as part of cleanup actions 
under the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation 
and Lability Act and the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act as 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION COk7ACR 
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, 
required by the Rocky Flats Interagency 
Agreement The project includes the 
collection of surface water, 
groundwater. soil. sediment, and air 
samples, and field surveys and sampling 
of terrestnal and aquatic biota The site 
characteruation work would be located 
in Operable Unit (OU) 3 (Off-site Areas), 
OU 4 (Solar Evaporation Ponds), OU 7 
[Present Landfill), and OU 9 (Ongmal 
Process Waste knes) and will start m 
the spnng of 1992. Most of work is 
expected to be carned out dunng 1992. 
though some would continue into 1993 
and beyond 

The site charactenzation work that 
would take place m floodplains consists 
of the following Soil samples would be 
collected from OUs 3.4. and 7 Six 
vertical soil profile trenches, each 
approximately Q feet long, 5 feet wide. 
and 4 feet deep, would be dug by 
backhoe in OU 3 to obtain soil samples 
Approximately 1.500 240 3-tablespoon 
soil samples would be taken by hand 
from the toD 1/4 inch of ground at 
locahons wthin 12 mles of RFP as part 
of the OU 3 program Approximately 35 - 
soil samples would be collected from a 
depth of up to 1 inch at site OU 4 Soil 
samples would be taken ttom depths of 
2 to 3 inches at 12 locahons m OU 7 
Sediment samples would be taken from 
the bottoms of streams, Qtches, ponds, 
and reservoirs at or near FVP for the OU 
3 and OU 7 programs 

Surface water samples would be 
obtalned from water bo&es on and near 
the Plant for OU 3 and OU 7 Ground- 
water samples would be collected from 
new and exlsting monitonng wells for 
OU 3 on and off the RFP site A total of 
eight weIls/boreholes would be dnlled 
to obtain ground-water and/or soil 
samples on OUs 3 and 4 Typical w e b  
and boreholes are 6 mches in hameter 
and 15 to Bo feet deep, though some may 
be deeper 

Also at OU 3, air samplmg and 
metorological monitonng stahons would 
be established and operated. Two a n  
sampling statrons and two &meter 
meteorologcal towers would be located 
in the environs of Standley Lake 
(southeast of RFP) for the OU 3 program 
Tests would be conducted with small- 
and msdium-sized portable wnd tunnels 
on exposed areas of the Standley Lake 
bed to identify the abihty to wmds at 
vanous speeds to pick up and transport 
exposed sediments 

Samples of flora and fauna would be 
collected in OUs 3,4,7. and 9 A 
radiologcal survey would be conducted 
in the area of OU 4 using hand-held 
instruments Fmallv. excavations may 

- 

possible buned pipehnes as part of OU 9 
charactenza tion 

Maps showing locations of the 
specific site charactenzation activities 
are available on request from the Rocky 
Flats Office (see ADDRESSES above) 
PnulD Gnmm, 
Princrpal Deputy Assistant Secrefary for 
&7VI~R~t?n~Ol~eS&M&On ond waste 
Management 
[FR Doc 92-10852 Filed 5-7-92,B 45 am] 
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